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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
today with my colleagues in remem-
bering the more than 200 girls who 
were abducted from their school on 
April 14, 2014. It is hard to imagine the 
fear, pain and the anguish they have 
suffered at the hands of the monsters 
who kidnapped them. 

As a father, I understand what these 
girls’ families are feeling. I have not 
forgotten these girls, and I will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues for 
their safe return and for the elimi-
nation of the terrorist group Boko 
Haram. 

The world and mainstream media 
have mostly moved on from the events 
in Nigeria, but amid all the horrors 
that regularly compete for the world’s 
attention, this one should not be for-
gotten. Among these missing girls are 
future lawyers, doctors, and teachers, 
women who could some day lead their 
country. 

I call for my colleagues not to forget 
these girls and come together to com-
bat Boko Haram, al Qaeda, and ISIL. 

f 

COLORADO FLOODS 

(Mr. GARDNER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GARDNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in observation of the 1-year anni-
versary of the horrific floods that hit 
the State of Colorado 1 year ago. 

Starting on September 11, floods rav-
aged communities and wiped away 
homes, schools, and businesses. The 
widespread damage was unlike any-
thing I have seen in my lifetime in Col-
orado. 

As the flooding was happening and in 
the immediate aftermath, I joined 
neighbors and leaders to survey many 
of the damaged areas. We worked to-
gether to make sure that we provided 
the much-needed relief. 

In west Longmont, I saw railroad 
tracks ripped and tangled. I saw vehi-
cles lying upside down and garages 
filled with mud. I also saw people 
working in the spirit of community, 
striving to recover, helping each other. 

I couldn’t possibly name all of the 
heroes involved in the flood response 
and recovery, but I would like to recog-
nize a few: 

St. Vrain and Left Hand Water Con-
servancy District Director Sean Cronin 
has provided invaluable resources to 
water districts and ditch companies to 
help them provide water to commu-
nities for agriculture; 

John Zadel and Stan Linker of the 
Central Weld County Water District 
worked to get water systems for small 
communities like Frederick and Fire-
stone back in operation; 

Local fire districts like Mountain 
View, Hygiene, Johnstown, and others 
were on the front lines of flood re-
sponse. 

In the year since the disaster, we 
have made tremendous progress, but 

there is a lot more work to be done. 
Communities in Weld, Morgan, and 
Logan continue their work today. 

With the great resilience of the peo-
ple of this State, I have no doubt we 
will come back stronger than ever and 
continue working together for the good 
of our great State. 

f 

SECOND DISTRICT 
MANUFACTURING TOUR 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
this August work period, I had the 
pleasure of meeting with businesses 
and workers across my district as part 
of my Second District Manufacturing 
Tour. I was fortunate to witness first-
hand the creation of products made in 
Illinois and had the privilege of hear-
ing from workers about what Congress 
could be doing to support America’s 
workforce. 

The Second District and our Nation 
is made better by the presence of man-
ufacturers like Smedberg Machine Cor-
poration. They build the parts used in 
locks and bridges, products we rely on 
every day. 

The future of our economy is made 
brighter by members of the Kankakee 
County Chamber of Commerce, whom I 
met with to discuss economic develop-
ment, jump-starting the middle class, 
and the future of American business. 

Speaking of America’s future, I must 
acknowledge our national champion, 
Jackie Robinson West Little League 
team from the great State of Illinois. 
They are a shining example of how far 
hard work and teamwork can get you 
and what happens when you have the 
opportunity to pick up a ball, a pen, a 
book, or a skill. 

As we return to business, I urge my 
colleagues to follow the example of 
these Little League and business he-
roes because hard work, teamwork, and 
innovation make us all better. 

Lastly, I salute the heroes of 9/11. 
f 

STRATEGY TO DEFEAT ISIS 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, this summer America has wit-
nessed the horrific actions of ISIS as it 
marched into Iraq as part of its mis-
sion to create an Islamic state. 

As a 29-year Air Force veteran, I 
know trouble when I see it, and so do 
the American people. ISIS is a direct 
threat to America and our democratic 
way of life. Congress and the American 
people want, need, and deserve a clear-
ly defined strategy from our President 
to defeat ISIS—not a strategy to de-
grade or contain or manage, but a 
strategy to defeat ISIS. 

Tomorrow Americans remember the 
13th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks. As 
we remember all those we lost that 

day, let us also remember the hard les-
sons those attacks taught us: that we 
must always be vigilant in protecting 
the American way of life and all that 
we hold dear. 

f 

b 1215 

THE FCC AND THE NFL 

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, in my 
western New York community, there is 
no shortage of pride for our Buffalo 
Bills. This was apparent yesterday 
when it was announced Terry and Kim 
Pegula will be the new team owners. 
The Pegulas have time and again 
shown their commitment to western 
New York through their ownership of 
the Buffalo Sabres, financing of the 
new HarborCenter development on Buf-
falo’s Inner Harbor, and now as owners 
of the Bills, keeping the team in west-
ern New York where it belongs. 

This is excellent news for the team’s 
future. Still more good news came for 
football fans yesterday when FCC 
Chairman Wheeler announced plans to 
consider repeal of the sports blackout 
rules at their next meeting. 

Commissioner Ajit Pai was recently 
in Buffalo advocating for the same, and 
it appears now that momentum is 
building to return the game to the fans 
who support their teams and end black-
outs once and for all. 

The Federal Government certainly 
should not support such outdated and 
unfair practices, and I am hopeful that 
the FCC will end the backing of NFL 
blackout rules on September 30. 

f 

OVERREGULATION 

(Mr. LONG asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, over the last 
few decades, the Federal Government 
has regulated activities of the Amer-
ican people in increasingly minute de-
tail. It was the Founders’ desire to pro-
tect our individual liberty by having a 
government which was energetic in its 
ability to perform the duties entrusted 
in it but limited in its scope, a concept 
incompatible with the current degree 
of overregulation. 

The result is diminished job opportu-
nities and higher costs for the average 
American. When jobs are lost, when 
new businesses never open, it is the 
low-skilled, the young, new worker and 
those already suffering from chronic 
unemployment who are harmed the 
most. 

The story of America is the story of 
someone starting out with nothing and 
achieving the American Dream. The se-
cret to our success has always been our 
free and dynamic society that enables 
everyone to fulfill their unique human 
potential. It is time for Congress to de-
cide whether it values paperwork or 
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